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incidents which, even amid the tragedies of battle, the hardened
soldier is apt to enjoy. Among the retreating mass there was
most conspicuous a regiment of Zouaves, wearing light-blue
jackets and red, baggy trousers. As they were well dispersed,
the whole field seemed to shine for a while with red trousers
and light-blue jackets. Conspicuous among them were two
men carrying a blanket between them which apparently con-
tained a wounded comrade. When they were just passing by
my column, a rebel shell happened to burst close over their
heads. The two men promptly dropped their blanket and ran
at the top of their speed, but the " wounded comrade " they
had been carrying, jumped up with the greatest alacrity, and
ran so much faster than his two friends that he soon overtook
them. Whereupon the troops standing near broke out in a
roar of laughter.

But the situation was serious indeed. As we afterward
learned, that part of Porter's command which was repulsed
by the Confederates had made its attack with great spirit and
gallantry, but had been met by the cross-fire of a numerous
and skillfully posted artillery, and a hail-storm of musketry
from advantageous positions so murderous, that.their charge
was hopeless. Moreover, this was another of those efforts the
chances of whose success were reduced to nothing by the lack
of support and co-operation by other bodies of troops.

Having repulsed this charge, the enemy was expected to
take the offensive. Sigel moved forward Schenck's division
to a stronger position near Dugan's Farm, and ordered me to
close up behind it. By four o'clock Porter's retreating troops
had well uncovered our front, when McLean's and Stahel's
brigades of Schenck's division, followed by my command,
pushed bravely on under a heavy artillery fire of the enemy,
which cost us many men. But, by five o'clock, the enemy dis-
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